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Why do we want a PhoSim Users Group?

● At the DESC meeting in December, there was a PhoSim 
power users session that was tremendously successful. 

● We'd like to continue this contact, and extend to non-
DESC groups. 
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What will we do?

● Discuss the science that's being done with 
PhoSim, and how it was implemented.

● Operating parameters:
● Open to all PhoSim power users, not just DESC!
● Meet bimonthly for a telecon.
● Where opportunity arises, meet in person (eg half-day 

workshop in the August meeting).
● Web presence: for slides, code snippets. 
● Perhaps host github repository for PhoSim modifications? 
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What will we not do?

● Not a how-to group, or a problem-solving 
resource
● There are other places for that (ie mailing list, forum, jira), and 

members of the group will be making use of that as well!

● Not provide conduit to PhoSim authors
● Of course, all are welcome to attend, but we're not about 

creating extra work for the developers! 

● Not replicating detailed technical discussion in 
John's PhoSim DESC meetings
● This is intended as a forum for discussion of how PhoSim is 

used to do science, not identifying bugs or requesting features. 
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Can this be extended to CatSim?

● Yes, I think easily. 
● We'll probably be a joint CatSim/PhoSim group, 

since the two are so easily linked. 
● CatSim is not so widely used, so it will help 

people understand how we can use the two tools 
in synergy. 
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Proposal document...
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Discussion...

● Some feedback we've had so far:
● Will you provide PhoSim documentation? → No!  
● Do people really want an extra meeting? → Fair enough! 
● Can you host my custom PhoSim build? → probably. 
● Can you merge my custom PhoSim code into head? → no, but 

we might be a conduit for this?

● Are you (the users) interested in joining this? 
● What would you like to get out of such a group? 
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